
Airport Noise



Aircraft Noise
ÅWhen moving to a new 

area, it is important to 
understand the 
implications of air 
traffic. 

ÅWhat is annoying to 
one person, may not 
bother someone else. 

ÅIt is important to visit 
your potential home to 
see if the aircraft 
activity is compatibIle
with your way of life. 



Boca Raton Airport



Boca Raton Airport
The Boca Raton Airport is 
located east of I-95 
between Glades RD and 
Spanish River BLVD

ÅOne runway: 5/23
ïсΣнтсΩ ƭƻƴƎ ōȅ мрлΩ ǿƛŘŜ

ÅAir Traffic control Tower
ïOpen from 7:00 AM ς

11:00 PM  

ÅU.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 
Facility 



Operations
ÅOver 70,000 aircraft 

operations in 2017. 

ÅWinter months are 
much busier than 
summer months. 

ÅThe Boca Raton Airport 
is a public facility. 

ïAircraft can operate at 
the airport 24 hours a 
day.

ïVoluntary Curfew from 
10:00 PM to 7:00 AM



Aircraft Size
ÅThe Boca Raton Airport 

is a public General 
Aviation facility. 

ÅNo commercial airlines 
operate at the airport.

ÅSizes range from small 
single engine propeller 
planes, to large 
corporate jets weighing 
up to 90,000 pounds 
with wingspans of 100 
feet. 



What Causes Airport Noise?
ÅLow flying aircraft can 

be noisy. 

ÅLow flying aircraft near 
an airport are 
inevitable. 

ÅCertain areas will see 
more low flying aircraft 
than other however. 

ÅDifferent phases of 
flight produce different 
noise problems.

ÅThe two phases of flight 
that are most 
bothersome are take-
offs and landings. 



Take-Offs
ÅThe ability to climb faster, 

and get to gain altitude 
before leaving airport 
property. 
ïHigher aircraft are less noisy. 

ÅMore flexibility with 
direction of flight after take-
off. 
ïThe ability to follow 

suggested noise abatement 
departure headings. 

ÅNoisiest phase of flight. 
ïHigh engine power during 

take-off produces the loudest 
noise of any other phase. 



Landings
ÅMuch lower power than 

take-offs. 
ïThis means aircraft are 

landing quitter than they are 
taking off. 

ÅMuch less flexibility with 
direction of flight during 
landing. 
ïHigher concentration of air 

traffic as aircraft align 
themselves with the runway. 

ïThis can extend out for 
several miles. 

ÅAircraft are usually lower for 
a longer period of time. 



Who determines the direction of aircraft take-offs and landings?

The Runway

ÅThe Boca Raton Airport has 
one runway.
ïThis runway can be used in 

either direction. 

ÅThe runway layout plays an 
important role in the flow of 
air traffic. 

Runway Layout



Direction of aircraft take-offs and landings. 
Å The runway direction is 

dictated by the wind direction. 
Å Planes must fly into the wind 

to increase the performance 
of the airplane and for safety 
reasons.  

ÅWind direction might be 
different on the airport than in 
neighborhoods; airports have 
more open space. 

Å Flights departing to the 
northeast, and arriving from 
the southwest (Runway 5 
operations) are the most 
common. 
ïRunway 5 operations account 

for 75% of



Common RWY 5 Operations

Highest Density 
of FlightsThis is just a sample and does not indicate that 

ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧƭȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ 
goal is to align itself with the runway and how 
they do so is dictated by air traffic control, 
weather, wind, location the aircraft is arriving 
from, and the pilot. 



Noise Contours 
ÅThis map 

depicts the 
average 
day-night 
sound 
levels 
caused 
from 
aircraft. 


